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- The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address 
Period for Reply 

A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE ) MONTH(S) FROM 
THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 . 1 36(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

• If the period for reply specified above is less than thirty (30) days, a reply within the statutory minimum of thirty (30) days will be considered timely. 

- If NO period for reply is specified above, the maximum statutory period will apply and will expire SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 1 33). 

- Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any 
earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1.704(b). 

Status 

1 )^ Responsive to communication(s) filed on 19 July 2002 . 
2a)D This action is FINAL. 2b)^ This action is non-final. 

3) D Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quay/e, 1935 CD. 11, 453 O.G. 213. 
Disposition of Claims 

4) ^3 Claim(s) 121-140 is/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above claim(s) is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) D Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) D Claim(s) is/are rejected. 

7) D Claim(s) is/are objected to. 

8) ^ Claim(s) 121-140 are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 
Application Papers 

9) D The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10) D The drawing(s) filed on is/are: a)Q accepted or b)D objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1.85(a). 

1 1) D The proposed drawing correction filed on is: a)D approved b)D disapproved by the Examiner. 

If approved, corrected drawings are required in reply to this Office action. 

12) D The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. 
Priority under 35 U.S.C. §§ 119 and 120 

13) Q Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119(a)-(d) or(f). 

a)QAII b)D Some*c)D None of: 

1 Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2.Q Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 



3.Q Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage 
application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
* See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 

14) D Acknowledgment is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 19(e) (to a provisional application). 

a) □ The translation of the foreign language provisional application has been received. 

15) D Acknowledgment is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. §§ 120 and/or 121. 

Attachment(s) 



1) □ Notice of References Cited (PTO-892) 

2) [Zl Notice of Draftsperson's Patent Drawing Review (PTO-948) 

3) O Information Disclosure Statement(s) (PTO-1449) Paper No(s) . 



4) O Interview Summary (PTO-413) Paper No(s). 

5) EH Notice of Informal Patent Application (PTO-1 52) 

6) □ Other: 
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Art Unit: 3641 

1. The timely submission under 37 CFR 1.129(a) filed on 1/23/02 is not fully 
responsive to the prior Office action paper # 22, because no restriction election has 
been acknowledged. Amendment G was not entered due to non-compliance, and 
these claims are not currently of record. Since the submission appears to be a bona 
fide attempt to provide a complete reply to the prior Office action, applicant is given a 
shortened statutory period of ONE MONTH or THIRTY DAYS from the mailing date of 
this letter, whichever is longer, to submit a complete reply. This shortened statutory 
period supersedes the time period set in the prior Office action. This time period may 
be extended pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .136(a). If a notice of appeal and the fee set forth in 
37 CFR 1 .17(e) were filed prior to or with the payment of the fee set forth in 37 

CFR 1.1 7(r), the payment of the fee set forth in 37 CFR 1.1 7(r) by applicant is construed 
as a request to dismiss the appeal and to continue prosecution under 37 CFR 1 .129(a). 
The appeal stands dismissed. 

2. In amendment H, please submit the changes made (or what is called a marked - 
up copy) to page 3 line 15 of the specification. Refer to 37 CFR 1.121(c )(1)(ii) in the 
MPEP, Patent Laws section. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Denise J Buckley whose telephone number is 703-305- 
0041. The examiner can normally be reached on Tues-Fri 10-5 pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Michael Carone can be reached on 703-306-4198. The fax phone numbers 
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Art Unit: 3641 

for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned are 703-305-7687 
for regular communications and 703-305-7687 for After Final communications. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or 
proceeding should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is 703-306- 
4180. 




DjB 

August 8, 2002 




MANUAL OF PATENT EXAMINING PROCEDURE 



§ 1.117 

complying with any requirement of form expressly set forth 
in a previous Office action. Amendments presenting 
rejected claims in better form for consideration on appeal 
may be admitted. The admission of, or refusal to admit, any 
amendment after final rejection, and any related proceed- 
ings, will not operate to relieve the application or patent 
under reexamination from its condition as subject to appeal 
or to save the application from abandonment under § 1.135. 

(b) If amendments touching the merits of the appli- 
cation or patent under reexamination are presented after 
final rejection, or after appeal has been taken, or when such 
amendment might not otherwise be proper, they may be 
admitted upon a showing of good and sufficient reasons 
why they are necessary and were not earlier presented. 

(c) No amendment can be made as a matter of right 
in appealed cases. After decision on appeal, amendments 
can only be made as provided in § 1.198, or to carry into 
effect a recommendation under § 1 .196. 

[24 FR 10332, Dec. 22, 1959; 46 FR 29183, May 29, 
1981; para, (a) revised, 62 FR 53131, Oct. 10, 1997, effec- 
tive Dec. 1, 1997] 

§ 1.117 [Reserved] 

[Removed and reserved, 62 FR 53131, Oct. 10, 1997, 
effective Dec. 1, 1997] 

§ 1.118 [Reserved] 

[48 FR 2712, Jan. 20, 1983, effective Feb. 27, 1983; 
removed and reserved, 62 FR 53131, Oct. 10, 1997, effec- 
tive Dec. 1, 1997] 

§ 1.119 [Reserved] 

[32 FR 13583, Sept. 28, 1967; removed and reserved, 
62 FR 53131, Oct. 10, 1997, effective Dec. 1, 1997] 

§ 1.121 Manner of making amendments. 

(a) Amendments in nonprovisional applications, 
other than reissue applications: Amendments in nonprovi- 
sional applications, excluding reissue applications, are 
made by filing a paper, in compliance with § 1 .52, directing 
that specified amendments be made. 

(1) Specification other than the claims. Except as 
provided in § 1.125, amendments to add matter to, or delete 
matter from, the specification, other than to the claims, may 
only be made as follows: 

(i) Instructions for insertions: The precise 
point in the specification must be indicated where an inser- 



tion is to be made, and the matter to be inserted must be set 
forth. 

(ii) Instructions for deletions: The precise 
point in the specification must be indicated where a dele- 
tion is to be made, and the matter to be deleted must be set 
forth or otherwise indicated. 

(iii) Matter deleted by amendment can be rein- 
stated only by a subsequent amendment presenting the pre- 
viously deleted matter as a new insertion. 

(2) Claims. Amendments to the claims may only 
be made as follows: 

(i) Instructions for insertions and deletions: A 
claim may be amended by specifying only the exact matter 
to be deleted or inserted by an amendment and the precise 
point where the deletion or insertion is to be made, where 
the changes are limited to: 

(A) Deletions and/or 

(B) The addition of no more than five (5) 
words in any one claim; or 

(ii) Claim cancellation or rewriting: A claim 
may be amended by directions to cancel the claim or by 
rewriting such claim with underlining below the matter 
added and brackets around the matter deleted. The rewrit- 
ing of a claim in this form will be construed as directing the 
deletion of the previous version of that claim. If a previ- 
ously rewritten claim is again rewritten, underlining and 
bracketing will be applied relative to the previous version 
of the claim, with the parenthetical expression 'twice 
amended" "three times amended," etc., following the 
original claim number. The original claim number fol- 
lowed by that parenthetical expression must be used for the 
rewritten claim. No interlineations or deletions of any prior 
amendment may appear in the currently submitted version 
of the claim. A claim canceled by amendment (not deleted 
and rewritten) can be reinstated only by a subsequentam- 
endment presenting the claim as a new claim with a new 
claim number. 

(3) Drawings. 

(i) Amendments to the original application 
drawings are not permitted. Any change to the application 
drawings must be by way of a substitute sheet of drawings 
for each sheet changed submitted in compliance with 
§ 1.84. 

(ii) Where a change to the drawings is desired, 
a sketch in permanent ink showing proposed changes in 
red, to become part of the record, must be filed for approval 
by the examiner and should be in a separate paper. 

(4) [Reserved] 

(5) The disclosure must be amended, when 
required by the Office, to correct inaccuracies of descrip- 
tion and definition, and to secure substantial correspon- 
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complying with any requirement of form expressly set forth 
in a previous Office action. Amendments presenting 
rejected claims in better form for consideration on appeal 
may be admitted. The admission of, or refusal to admit, any 
amendment after final rejection, and any related proceed- 
ings, will not operate to relieve the application or patent 
under reexamination from its condition as subject to appeal 
or to save the application from abandonment under § 1.135. 

(b) If amendments touching the merits of the appli- 
cation or patent under reexamination are presented after 
final rejection, or after appeal has been taken, or when such 
amendment might not otherwise be proper, they may be 
admitted upon a showing of good and sufficient reasons 
why they are necessary and were not earlier presented. 

(c) No amendment can be made as a matter of right 
in appealed cases. After decision on appeal, amendments 
can only be made as provided in § 1.198, or to carry into 
effect a recommendation under § 1 .196. 

[24 FR 10332, Dec. 22, 1959; 46 FR 29183, May 29, 
1981; para, (a) revised, 62 FR 53131, Oct. 10, 1997, effec- 
tive Dec. 1, 1997] 

§ 1.117 [Reserved] 

[Removed and reserved, 62 FR 53131, Oct. 10, 1997, 
effective Dec. 1, 1997] 

§ 1.118 [Reserved] 

[48 FR 2712, Jan. 20, 1983, effective Feb. 27, 1983; 
removed and reserved, 62 FR 53131, Oct. 10, 1997, effec- 
tive Dec. 1, 1997] 

§ 1.119 [Reserved] 

[32 FR 13583, Sept. 28, 1967; removed and reserved, 
62 FR 53131, Oct. 10, 1997, effective Dec. 1, 1997] 

§ 1.121 Manner of making amendments. 

(a) Amendments in nonprovisional applications, 
other than reissue applications: Amendments in nonprovi- 
sional applications, excluding reissue applications, are 
made by filing a paper, in compliance with § 1 .52, directing 
that specified amendments be made. 

(1) Specification other than the claims. Except as 
provided in § 1 . 1 25, amendments to add matter to, or delete 
matter from, the specification, other than to the claims, may 
only be made as follows: 

(i) Instructions for insertions: The precise 
point in the specification must be indicated where an inser- 



tion is to be made, and the matter to be inserted must be set 
forth. 

(ii) Instructions for deletions: The precise 
point in the specification must be indicated where a dele- 
tion is to be made, and the matter to be deleted must be set 
forth or otherwise indicated. 

(iii) Matter deleted by amendment can be rein- 
stated only by a subsequent amendment presenting the pre- 
viously deleted matter as a new insertion. 

(2) Claims. Amendments to the claims may only 
be made as follows: 

(i) Instructions for insertions and deletions: A 
claim may be amended by specifying only the exact matter 
to be deleted or inserted by an amendment and the precise 
point where the deletion or insertion is to be made, where 
the changes are limited to: 

(A) Deletions and/or 

(B) The addition of no more than five (5) 
words in any one claim; or 

(ii) Claim cancellation or rewriting: A claim 
may be amended by directions to cancel the claim or by 
rewriting such claim with underlining below the matter 
added and brackets around the matter deleted. The rewrit- 
ing of a claim in this form will be construed as directing the 
deletion of the previous version of that claim. If a previ- 
ously rewritten claim is again rewritten, underlining and 
bracketing will be applied relative to the previous version 
of the claim, with the parenthetical expression "twice 
amended," * three times amended,'* etc., following the 
original claim number. The original claim number fol- 
lowed by that parenthetical expression must be used for the 
rewritten claim. No interlineations or deletions of any prior 
amendment may appear in the currently submitted version 
of the claim. A claim canceled by amendment (not deleted 
and rewritten) can be reinstated only by a subsequentam- 
endment presenting the claim as a new claim with a new 
claim number. 

(3) Drawings. 

(i) Amendments to the original application 
drawings are not permitted. Any change to the application 
drawings must be by way of a substitute sheet of drawings 
for each sheet changed submitted in compliance with 
§ 1.84. 

(ii) Where a change to the drawings is desired, 
a sketch in permanent ink showing proposed changes in 
red, to become part of the record, must be filed for approval 
by the examiner and should be in a separate paper. 

(4) [Reserved] 

(5) The disclosure must be amended, when 
required by the Office, to correct inaccuracies of descrip- 
tion and definition, and to secure substantial correspon- 
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